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INFO OCT-01 10-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 

LAB-04 NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 FEA-01 OES-05 INT-05 
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R 281715Z JAN 75 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3013 
INFO AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY GENEVA 

UNCLAS BRUSSELS 00766 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, BE 

SUBJECT: STRIKE AVERTED IN PETROLEUM SECTOR, NATIONAL STEEL 
STRIKE THREATENED 

REF: BRUSSELS 547 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY. PETROLEUM WORKERS VOTED OVERWHELMINGLY JANUARY 25 TO 
ACCEPT CONCILIATION PROPOSAL. EMPLOYEES VOTED JANUARY 27 ON 
SEPARATE PACT AND EXPECTED ACCEPT. STRIKE OF 100,000 WORKERS IN 
ALL STEEL AND SOME METAL FACTORIES NOW THREATENED BEGIN FEBRUARY 
10. END SUMMARY. 

1. GOVERNMENT CONCILIATION PROPOSAL CITED REFTEL APPROVED BY 
80 PERCENT OF 5,000 WORKERS IN PETROLEUM SECTOR. AGREEMENT 
PROVIDES 10 BF PER HOUR WAGE INCREASE AND OTHER FRINGE 
BENEFITS. TOTAL INCREASE IN WEGE COSTS ESTIMATED AT 

6.2 PERCENT WITH ADDITIONAL .8 PERCENT IN FRINGE BENEFITS. 

2. FIVE THOUSAND WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES IN PETROLEUM SECTOR 
VOTED JANUARY 27 ON SEPARATE PACT RESULTING FROM 
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NEGOTIATIONS JANUARY 25. EMPLOYEES EXPECTED APPROVE THIS AGREE- 
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MENT. RESULT WILL BE KNOWN ON FEBRUARY 4. 

3. COMMENT: UNION LEADERS AND WORKERS OBVIOUSLY PLEASED 
WITH CONCILIATION PROPOSAL WHICH BROKE EMPLOYERS’ 

FEDERATIONS' INSISTENCE ON LIMITING WAGE COSTS TO 4 PERCENT. 

THIS WILL HAVE REPERCUSSIONS, PARTICULARLY IN METAL AND STEEL 
SECTORS WHERE NEGOTIATIONS WERE BROKEN OFF. NATIONAL STRIKE IS 
NOW THREATENED BEGIN FEBRUARY 10 IN STEEL AND METAL SECTORS 
AFFECTING SOME 100,000 WORKERS (50,000 IN EACH SECTOR). MAIN 
ISSUE AGAIN IS UNION OPPOSITION TO LIMITING WAGE COST INCREASES 
TO 4 PERCENT. 
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